
Parish Eucharist 

Baptism of Christ 

11th January 2026 
Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, 

in which we recognise our own. 

 

Organ music before the service: An Wasserflüssen Babylon  -J S 

Bach 

We gather in worship 

Before we begin, the priest will welcome everyone and invite us to join 

in prayer as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

After this, please remain quiet until the bell rings and we stand to sing; 



Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

great David’s greater Son! 

hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to let the captive free, 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

He comes with succour speedy 

to those who suffer wrong; 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls,  

 condemned and dying, 

were precious in his sight. 

He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace, the herald go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

Kings shall fall down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

O’er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest: 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever; 

that name to us is Love. 

James Montgomery (1771-1854)) 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe! 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 



The Lord of glory be with you.  The Lord bless you. 

At our Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan God was revealed to all 

who have eyes to see and ears to hear. The Father spoke from 

heaven, the Spirit descended as a dove and Jesus was anointed 

with power from on high. Here is the door of faith, through which we 

enter the kingdom of heaven. As children of God, we are adopted 

as his sons and daughters, and called to proclaim the wonders of 

him who called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

♪ Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, Heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

Lord Jesus, Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the Glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

The priest invites us to pray in silence, and says the prayer set for today,  

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be 

your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are 

born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our 

calling as your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 



We listen for God’s Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 42.1-9 

Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, 

in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will 

bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 

forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 

teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens 

and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 

comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to 

those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have called you in 

righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 

given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to 

open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, 

that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The cantor leads Psalm 29 and we join in the refrain. 

 

♪  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Give to the Lord, you people of God, give to the Lord glory and 

praise, give to the Lord the glory due his name; 

adore the Lord in holy attire. 



♪  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters, the Lord, over vast waters. 

The voice of the Lord is mighty; the voice of the Lord is majestic. 

♪  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

The God of glory thunders, and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 

The Lord is enthroned above the flood; 

the Lord is enthroned as king forever. 

♪  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3.13-17 

We stand, facing the gospel. 

Alleluia…  ♪ Alleluia...  All-holy God: Father of light, Word in our 

midst, Spirit and life. Alleluia:♪ Alleluia... 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered 

him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all 

righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit for the Sermon then we keep silence together. 

The procession moves to the font, into which water is poured. 



God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps his promise for ever. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water to sustain, 

refresh and cleanse all life. Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through water you led the children of Israel 

from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. In water 

your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 

the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us from the death 

of sin to newness of life.  Lord of life,  renew your creation. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried 

with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it 

we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in joyful obedience to 

your Son, we baptize into his fellowship those who come to him in 

faith.  Lord of life, renew your creation. 

Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, they 

may be cleansed from sin and born again. Renewed in your 

image, may they walk by the light of faith and continue for ever in 

the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with you and the 

Holy Spirit be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Lord of life, renew your creation. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise for your gift of water in 

creation; for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, bringing light 

and life; for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, baptized in the river 

Jordan. We bless you for your new creation, brought to birth by 

water and the Spirit, and for your grace bestowed upon us your 

children, washing away our sins. 



May your holy and life-giving Spirit move upon these waters. 

Restore through them the beauty of your creation, and bring 

those who are baptized to new birth in the family of your Church. 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, anoint your children with 

power from on high, and make them one with Christ in the 

freedom of your kingdom. For all might, majesty, dominion and 

power are yours, now and for ever.  Alleluia. Amen. 

I saw water flowing from the threshold of the temple. 

Wherever the river flows everything will spring to life. Alleluia. 

On the banks of the river grow trees bearing every kind of fruit. 

Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail. 

Their fruit will serve for food, their leaves for the healing of the 

nations.  For the river of the water of life flows from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb. 

God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant you have made 

with us; look in mercy on your people. 

From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean. 

We have broken the pledges of our baptism, and failed to be your 

disciples. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean. 

Though we are saved by Christ and dead to sin through the deep 

waters of death, we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner 

of life. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean. 

We have shown indifference to those in need and have been 

afraid to stand up for justice and truth. From all our sins, O Lord: 

wash us, and we shall be clean. 

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 

your repeated forgiveness of our sins. From all our sins, O Lord: 

wash us, and we shall be clean. 



Today we rejoice and give thanks because your Son humbled 

himself to be baptized in the Jordan. Through the waters you have 

given us the mystery of baptism for the remission of our sins. 

From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean. 

Through water and Spirit you give us new life as the people of 

God, and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 

From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean. 

Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us to be 

temples of your Holy Spirit. May we, whom you have counted 

worthy, nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, and worship 

you with upright lives; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Water is sprinkled on the people, who make the sign of the cross, 

‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. ‘Come forward, you who are 

thirsty, receive the water of life, the free gift to all who desire it.’ 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring 

us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We celebrate and receive Jesus in Bread and Wine 

God has made us one in Christ. God has set his seal upon us and, 

as a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our 

hearts. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 

The deacon says, Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We offer one another a sign of peace with a handshake, warm 

smile, nod, or bow, and the words, ‘Peace be with you.’ 



The Offering 

We stand to sing this hymn as a collection is taken.  Please indicate if 

you wish to make an offering, cash or contactless. 

Bright the vision that delighted 

once the sight of Judah’s seer; 

sweet the countless  

 tongues united 

to entrance the prophet’s ear. 

Round the Lord in glory seated 

cherubim and seraphim 

filled his temple, and repeated  

each to each  

 the alternate hymn: 

“Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 

earth is with its fulness stored; 

unto thee be glory given, 

holy, holy, holy, Lord.” 

Heaven is still with glory ringing, 

earth takes up the angels’ cry, 

“Holy, holy holy,” singing, 

“Lord of hosts,  

 the Lord most high.” 

With his seraph train before him, 

with his holy Church below, 

thus unite we to adore him, 

bid we thus our anthem flow: 

“Lord, thy glory fills the heaven; 

earth is with its fulness stored; 

unto thee be glory given, 

holy, holy, holy, Lord.” 

Richard Mant (1776-1848)) 

Open the heavens, Lord our God, and send your transforming Spirit 

on us and on these gifts. May we who are baptized into Christ be 

ready to share his cup of suffering and strengthened to serve him for 

ever. Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Please remain standing if it is comfortable for you. 

The Lord is here;  God's Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 



The priest praises God and we sing, 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

The priest continues, then the deacon says, 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 

♪ Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. (×2) 

The priest continues, 

… O loving Father, for ever and ever.  ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 

ever. Amen. 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, light in the midst of us,  

bring us to light and life. 

♪ Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (×2) 

Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, grant us your peace. 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 



We share in Communion 

The people receive communion. Those who do not wish to receive are 

warmly invited to come forward for an individual blessing. Gluten free 

wafers are available. 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God  

 to earth descendeth, 

our full homage to demand. 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture -  

in the body and the blood -  

he will give to all the faithful 

his own self for heavenly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 

spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the light of light descendeth 

from the realms of endless day, 

that the powers of hell  

 may vanish 

as the darkness clears away. 

At his feet the six-winged seraph; 

cherubim with sleepless eye 

veil their faces to the presence, 

as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia, Lord most high. 

Σιγησάτω πασα σαρξ βροτεια - Cherubic Hymn from the Liturgy of St James  

Versified by Gerard Moulterie (1829-1885) 

The choir sings the anthem  

O Lord, give thy Spirit – Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and 

revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved 

Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of 

our rebirth through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls 

and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 



Notices may be given.  We may hear from the children. 

We go into the world to share God’s love 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 

for Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 

God's power and glory in Jesus we know, 

and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 

the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 

the outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share, 

and hope is awakened instead of despair. 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 

believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 

our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 

in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 

the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 

and all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 

Bryan Rees (1911-1983) 

The Blessing 

The priest prays God’s blessing over us and the deacon says, 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Please take this Service Sheet home with you.  Refreshments are served 

after the service.  Please stay and join us, and make yourself known if 

you are a newcomer or visitor. 

Organ: Paean -Percy Whitlock 


