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Welcome 

Welcome to All Saints, especially if you are visiting our church for the 

first time.  Our service tonight is full of expectation and hope, 

symbolised by the light of many candles. The readings and carols we 

shall hear anticipate the birth of Jesus Christ in the words of the 

ancient Prophets, and culminate in Mary’s response to the news of the 

angel that she is to bear God’s Son, and John the Baptist’s 

proclamation of the coming of Jesus. 

The service is punctuated by the Great ‘O’ Antiphons. These were written 

in the 8th century to be used in the period before Christmas. The gentle 

flow of the plainsong and the words themselves build an increasing sense 

of peace and holiness as the service moves towards its climax. 

The congregation remaining seated, the choir moves to the back of 

the church and sings, 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, 

and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

Go ye out to meet him and say: 

Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel 

- High and low, rich and poor, one with another? 

Go ye out to meet him and say: 

Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a 

sheep, tell us, art thou he that should come?  Stir up thy strength, 

O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, 

and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

Go ye out to meet him and say: 

Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel 

- High and low, rich and poor, one with another? 

Words: Responsory from Matins of the First Sunday of Advent 

Music: adapted from a Magnificat by G. Palestrina (c1525-1594) 



We stand to sing this hymn, 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Redeem thy captive Israel, 

that into exile drear is gone 

far from the face of God’s dear Son. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Lower voices 

O come, thou Branch of Jesse! draw  

the Quarry from the lion’s claw;  

from the dread caverns of the grave,  

from nether hell, thy people save.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Upper voices 

O Come, O come thou Dayspring bright! 

Pour on our souls thy healing light, 

dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 

and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

All O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!  

The royal door fling wide and free;  

safeguard for us the heavenward road  

and bar the way to death’s abode.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, O come Adonaï, 

who in thy glorious majesty 

from that high mountain, clothed with awe 

gavest thy folk the elder law. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Words: 18th century tr. T.A. Lacey 

Music: adapted by Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)   



We sit, and the priest introduces the service, 

As we enter, eager and expectant, into this solemn season of 

Advent, looking forward to the birth of the Christ-child, let us 

renew in ourselves that vision of God’s perfect kingdom which is 

the end of all our strivings and the consummation of God’s loving 

purposes for us. In sorrow and penitence we confess our failures 

and shortcomings, and seek pardon for those sins which frustrate 

God’s path for us and hinder the advent of the reign of love. 

So in prayer, praise, and song we give voice to the hope set forth 

in the scriptures, that the kingdom will come; and as we prepare 

for that day to dawn upon us from on high we commend 

ourselves and the whole human family to God’s keeping. 

The grace and peace of God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you;  and also with you. 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armour of light, now, in the time of this 

mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty, to judge both the living and the dead, we may 

rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Wisdom, which camest out of the mouth of the most 

High, and reachest from one end to another mightily, 

and sweetly ordering all things.  

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

  



First Lesson 

Genesis 1.1-5 

Let there be light 

Responsory 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you. Isaiah 60.1-2 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Root of Jesse, which standest for an ensign of the 

people, before whom kings fall silent, whom the 

Gentiles shall seek:  

Come and deliver us, and tarry not. 

The choir sings this carol, 

In the stillness of a church where candles glow, 

In the softness of a fall of fresh white snow, 

In the brightness of the stars that shine this night, 

In the calmness of a pool of healing light, 

In the clearness of a choir that softly sings, 

In the oneness of a hush of angels’ wings, 

In the mildness of a night by stable bare, 

In the quietness of a lull near cradle fair, 

There’s a patience as we wait for a new morn, 

And the presence of a child soon to be born. 

Words: Katrina Shepherd 

Music: Sally Beamish  



We stand to sing this hymn, 

Choir Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,  

and manifest thy virgin birth:  

Let every age adoring fall;  

such birth befits the God of all.  

All Begotten of no human will,  

but of the Spirit, thou art still: 

The Word of God in flesh arrayed,  

the promised fruit to man displayed.  

The virgin womb that burden gained  

with virgin honour all unstained;  

the banners there of virtue glow;  

God in his temple dwells below.  

O equal to the Father, thou!  

Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now;  

the weakness of our mortal state  

with deathless might invigorate.  

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,  

and darkness breathe a newer light,  

where endless faith shall shine serene,  

and twilight never intervene.  

All laud eternal Son, to Thee 

whose Advent sets thy people free; 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen. 

Words:  St Ambrose (340-397), trans. J.M. Neale 

Music: M.. Praetorius (1571-1621)  

  



Second Lesson 

Isaiah 45.2-8 

I form light and create darkness 

Responsory 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27.1 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Adonaï, and leader of the house of Israel, who 

appearedst in the bush to Moses in a flame of fire, 

and gavest him the law in Sinai:  

Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm. 

(Adonaï, a Hebrew word meaning “My Lord”) 

Third Lesson 

Baruch 4.36-5.9 

Look to the east 

Responsory 

Lord, you make known your salvation 

in the sight of every nation. 

Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth: 

Break into singing and make music. 

For you judge the world with righteousness 

and all your people with equity. From Psalm 98 

  



The choir sings this carol, 

O Nata Lux de Lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, 

Dignare clemens supplicum laudes preces que summere. 

Qui carne quondam contegi, dignatus es pro perditis, 

Nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis. 

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

Mercifully deign to accept the praises and prayers  

of your suppliants. O you who once deigned to be  

hidden in flesh on behalf of the lost, 

grant us to be made members of your blessed body. 

Words: Cantiones Sacrae 1575 tr. Edmund Fellowes (1870-1951)    

Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-85)  

We stand to sing this hymn, 

People, look east to see at last  

hopes fulfilled from ages past:  

now in the promise of the morning,  

see, a brighter day is dawning, 

rich with the visions long foretold,  

prophets’ dreams from days of old.  

God reaffirms the gracious call:  

words of welcome meant for all;  

comfort enough for all our sorrows;  

justice shaping new tomorrows.  

Mercy bears fruit in lives restored,  

freed to praise and serve the Lord.  

Now, with the coming of the light,  

darkest fears are put to flight;  

see how the clouds of gloom are clearing,  

blown aside by hope’s appearing.  

Jesus, the Light of all our days, 

comes and sets our hearts ablaze.  



Born of our race, a child so small;  

hail the promised Lord of all!  

Nailed to a cross for our salvation,  

he shall rule God’s new creation.  

Lift up your eyes, and look again:  

see, he comes in power to reign! 

Words: Martin Leckebusch (b.1962) 

Music: Tradition Besançon Carol 

We sit as the choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Dayspring, brightness of Light everlasting, and Sun of 

righteousness. Come and enlighten him that sitteth 

in darkness, and the shadow of death. 

Fourth lesson 

I Thessalonians 5.1-11,23,24 

You are not in darkness, for you are children of light 

Responsory 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness stands like the strong mountains 

and your justice like the great deep. 

With you is the well of life 

and in your light we shall see light. From Psalm 36 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Key of David, and sceptre of the house of Israel; 

that openest and no man shutteth, and shuttest, 

and no man openeth; Come, and bring the 

prisoner out of the prison-house, and him that sitteth 

in darkness, and the shadow of death. 



We stand to sing this hymn, 

Choir Creator of the stars of night, 

thy people’s everlasting light, 

O Jesu, Saviour of us all, 

regard thy servants when they call. 

Thou, grieving at the bitter cry 

of all creation doomed to die, 

didst come to save a ruined race 

with healing gifts of heavenly grace. 

All Thou camest, Bridegroom of the bride, 

as drew the world to evening-tide, 

proceeding from a virgin shrine, 

the Son of Man, yet Lord divine. 

At thy great name, exalted now, 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow, 

and things in heaven and earth shall own 

that thou art Lord and King alone. 

To thee, O holy One, we pray, 

our judge in that tremendous day, 

preserve us, while we dwell below, 

from every onslaught of the foe. 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

whose advent sets thy people free, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Spirit blest, for evermore. Amen. 

Words: Latin, tr: J M Neale  

Music: Plainchant ‘Conditor Alme’ 

  



Gospel of the Annunciation 

Luke 1:26-35 

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin. 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? For neither before thee 

was any like thee, nor shall there be after. Daughters of 

Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me?  The thing which ye 

behold is a divine mystery. 

The Choir sings Mary’s Song, The Magnificat. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in 

God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his 

handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth : all generations 

shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 

and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him : 

throughout all generations.  

He hath showed strength with his arm :  he hath scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 

mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  and the rich he 

hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath 

holpen his servant Israel : as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed, for ever.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen. 

Words; Luke 1.46-55 

Music: Philip Moore (1943-) 

  



The choir repeats this antiphon, 

O 
Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? For neither before thee 

was any like thee, nor shall there be after. Daughters of 

Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me?  The thing which ye 

behold is a divine mystery. 

Please stand. 

Gospel of the Advent 

Luke 12.35-40 

Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning 

We sing this hymn, 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free, 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us for ever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Words and Music: Charles Wesley (1707-88)   

  



We sit, and the choir sings, 

Zion hears the watchmen’s voices, 

With gladness all her heart rejoices, 

She eager wakes to greet the day. 

See, her Lord from heaven descending 

With grace and truth and power unending, 

Her day-star dawns with brightest ray. 

O come, thou blessèd One,  

Lord Jesu, God’s own Son. 

Hosianna! 

We follow there thy feast to share, 

And taste the joys beyond compare. 

 

Glory now to God we render, 

Who reigns on high in heavenly splendour; 

Let every tongue in praise unite. 

Lo, we enter heaven’s high portal 

To join the song of saints immortal 

With angels round thy throne of light. 

No mortal joy can e’er  

with heaven’s true bliss compare; 

Alleluia! 

Rejoice below, i-o, i-o, 

Sing out In dulci iubilo! 

Words: John Rutter after Philipp Niolai  

Music: J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 

 

 

 



Responsory 

Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 

Even so, Lord, come. 

O Lord Jesus Christ come 

at evening time, with light. 

And in the morning with your glory 

to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

He who receives our prayers says: Surely I come quickly.  

I am the root and offspring of David,  

I am the bright and morning star. 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

The choir sings this antiphon, 

O 
Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver,  

the Desire of all Nations and their salvation.  

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

We keep silence.  

A minister leads us in prayer, ending with the Lord’s Prayer, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done  

on earth as in heaven, 

Give us today our daily bread; 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace 

in our day. In your mercy keep us free from sin and 

protect us from all anxiety, as we wait in joyful hope 

for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 



We stand to sing this hymn, 

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train:  

Alleluia! (×3) 

God appears on earth to reign. 

Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

We who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the tree,  

deeply wailing, (×3) 

shall our true Messiah see. 

Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears; 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers; 

with what rapture, (×3) 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own; 

O come quickly! (×3) 

Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Music: Melody noted by Thomas Olivers (1725-1799) 

  



May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent 

his only Son, give you grace to prepare for eternal life. Amen. 

May God the Son, who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge, 

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen. 

May God the Holy Spirit, by whose working the Virgin Mary 

conceived the Christ, help you bring forth the fruits of holiness. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Organ music: Fugue on the Magnificat BWV 733 - J.S. Bach  

A retiring collection will be taken. If you are a UK taxpayer please use the 

Gift Aid envelope provided.  Thank you very much for your donation. 

Sunday Services 

8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

10.00 am Eucharist 

5.00 pm Evensong 

Christmas 2025-26 

18th - 23rd December Christmas Tree Festival 

21st December 5.00pm  Nine Lessons and Carols 

24th December 4.00pm Crib Service 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

25th December 8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

 10.00am Christmas Eucharist with carols 

28th December 8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

 10.00am Parish Eucharist 

4th January 8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

 10.00am Parish Eucharist 

 5.00pm Choral Evensong for Epiphany 

May you have a peace-filled Advent and a joy-filled Christmas. 


