
Parish Eucharist 

Advent Sunday 

30th November 2025 
Today we begin the season of Advent, as we wait 

in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour Jesus. 

 

Organ music before the service: Nun Komm, der Heiden 

Heiland.  Come now, saviour of the Gentiles - J S Bach  

We gather in worship 

Before we begin, the priest will welcome everyone and invite us to 

join in prayer as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

The choir introduce the service with a verse from the Advent Prose, 

an ancient hymn calling on God’s mercy. 

After this, please remain quiet until the bell rings and we stand to sing.  

Donations can be made using the contactless card reader during the 

offertory hymn.  There is a box by the entrance.  Details of online options 

are in the news sheet and on our website.  www.allsaintshighwycombe.org 



O come, O come, Emmanuel! Redeem thy captive Israel,  

that into exile drear is gone  

far from the face of God's dear Son.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high!  

Who madest all in earth and sky,  

creating us from dust and clay:  

to us reveal salvation's way.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, O come, Adonai, who in thy glorious majesty  

from Sinai's mountain, clothed with awe,  

gavest thy folk the ancient law.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Root of Jesse! draw the quarry from the lion’s claw;  

from those dread caverns of the grave,  

from nether hell, thy people save. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Desire of nations! show thy kingly reign on earth below;  

thou Corner-stone, uniting all,  

restore the ruin of our fall. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Cologne 1710, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons Tr T.A. Lacey (1853-1931) 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you; and also with you. 

We light this candle for all God’s people, struggling to be bearers  

of hope in a troubled world.   

God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope. 

A child carries the candle to the advent wreath  

as the choir sing the antiphon. 



O Wisdom coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering 

all things. Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

The deacon invites us to confession; 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in 

darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore in 

the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 

Kyrie, kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

♪  Kyrie, kyrie eleison. 

Turn to us again, O God our Saviour,  

 and let your anger cease from us:  

♪   Kyrie, kyrie eleison.  Kyrie, kyrie eleison. 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation:  

♪   Christe, Christe eleison.  Christe, Christe eleison. 

Your salvation is near for those that fear you,  

 that glory may dwell in our land:  

♪   Kyrie, kyrie eleison.  Kyrie, kyrie eleison. 

The priest declares the forgiveness of our sin, then invites us to pray in 

silence, and says the prayer set for today; 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal 

life,  in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  

that on the last day,  when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty  to judge the living and the dead,  we may rise to the life 

immortal;  through him who is alive and reigns with you,  in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 



We listen for God’s Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 2.1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem.  In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  Many 

peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 

teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of 

Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate 

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning-hooks;  nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of 

Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

The cantor leads Psalm 122 and we join in the refrain. 

 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced because they said to me, “We will go up to the house of 

the Lord." And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Jerusalem, built as a city with compact unity. To it the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the 

Lord. In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of David. 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 



Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May those who love you prosper! 

May peace be within your walls, prosperity in your buildings. 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Because of my siblings and friends I will say, "Peace be within you!" 

Because of the house of the Lord, our God, I will pray for your good. 

♪  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24.36-44 
We stand, facing the gospel. 

♪ Alleluia…, alleluia…  

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.  Alleluia… 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one 

knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 

one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 

house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 

Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



We sit for the Sermon, then we keep silence together.  

The Creed 
We stand to affirm our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

The response in the prayers is 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

and, at the end, Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 

of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  



We celebrate and receive Jesus in Bread and Wine 

The priest introduces the Peace, then says, 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 

The deacon says, 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We offer one another a sign of peace with a handshake, warm smile, 

nod, or bow, and the words, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

The Offering 

We stand to sing this hymn as a collection is taken.  Please indicate if 

you wish to make an offering, cash or contactless. 

Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes,  

the Saviour promised long; 

let every heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song. 

He comes, the prisoners to release in Satan's bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 

He comes, the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace, to enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, thy welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven's eternal arches ring with thy belovéd name. 

Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 

The priest takes the bread and wine and says, 

As this bread was scattered and then gathered and made one, so 

may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

Wisdom has built her a house, she has mixed her wine, she has set 

her table.  Glory to you, O God, for ever. 



The Eucharistic Prayer 
If it is comfortable, please remain standing during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

The Lord is here; God's Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

The priest praises God and we sing, 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

The priest continues, then the deacon says, 

Great is the mystery of faith 

♪ Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

The priest continues, ending with 

...forever and ever.  Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

  



♪ Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. (×2) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.   

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on 

him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is 

always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 

the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that 

our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls 

washed through his most precious blood, and that we may 

evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

We share in Communion 

The people receive communion. Those who do not wish to receive are 

warmly invited to come forward for an individual blessing. Gluten free 

wafers are available. 

People, look east to see at last  

hopes fulfilled from ages past:   

now in the promise of the morning,  

see, a brighter day is dawning,   

rich with the visions long foretold,   

prophets’ dreams from days of old.   

God reaffirms the gracious call:  

words of welcome meant for all;   

comfort enough for all our sorrows;  

justice shaping new tomorrows.   

Mercy bears fruit in lives restored,  

freed to praise and serve the Lord. 



Now, with the coming of the light,  

darkest fears are put to flight;      

see how the clouds of gloom are clearing,      

blown aside by hope’s appearing. 

Jesus, the Light of all our days, 

comes and sets our hearts ablaze.      

Born of our race, a child so small – 

hail the promised Lord of all!   

Nailed to a cross for our salvation,   

he shall rule God’s new creation.   

Lift up your eyes, and look again:   

see, he comes in power to reign!  

Martin Leckebusch (b1962) 

The choir sings the anthem, 
How beautiful upon the mountains -John Stainer (1840-1901) 

We keep silence together. 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall 

appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.   

Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace,  

and opened the gate of glory.   May we who share Christ’s body 

live his risen life;  we who drink his cup bring life to others;  

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.   

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all 

your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your 

name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Notices may be given.  We may hear from the children. 

  



We go into the world to share God’s love 

We stand to sing this hymn,  

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people 

light for the world to see.  

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today.  

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

make us your living voice.  Christ, be our light!... 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others 

shared until all are fed.  Christ, be our light!... 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others 

walls made of living stone.  Christ, be our light!... 

Many the gift, many the people. 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 

making your kingdom come.  Christ, be our light!... 

Bernadette Farrell (b1957) 



The Blessing 

We bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing: 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the 

darkness from before your path, and make you ready to meet him 

when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

The deacon says, 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Please remain standing until the  ministers have left. 

Please take this Service Sheet home with you.  Refreshments are served 

after the service.  Please stay and join us, and make yourself known if 

you are a newcomer or visitor. 

Organ: Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland.  Come now, saviour of 

the Gentiles - J S Bach  


