
Parish Eucharist 
Creation in Christ

6th September 2026
Today we give thanks for God's creation and  

redemption of the world and reflect on our responsibility to care for it 

Organ music before the service: Overture (The Representation of 

Chaos) from 'The Creation' - Josef Haydn 

Quiet Thoughts -- Cecil Armstrong Gibbs 

We gather in worship 

Before we begin, the priest will welcome everyone and invite us to 

join in prayer as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

After this, please remain quiet until the bell rings and we stand to 

sing 

Donations can be made using the contactless card reader during the 

offertory hymn.  There is a box by the entrance.  Details of online options 

are in the news sheet and on our website.  www.allsaintshighwycombe.org 



Let all creation dance 

in energies sublime, 

as order turns with chance 

unfolding space and time: 

for nature's art in glory grows 

and newly shows God's mind and heart. 

God's breath each force unfurls 

igniting from a spark, 

expanding starry swirls 

with whirlpools dense and dark, 

though moon and sun seem mindless things 

each orbit sings Your will be done. 

Our own amazing earth 

with sunlight cloud and storms 

and life's abundant growth 

in lovely shapes and forms, 

is made for praise a fragile whole 

and from its soul heav'ns music plays. 

Lift heart and soul and voice 

in Christ all praises meet 

and nature shall rejoice 

as all is made complete: 

in hope be strong all life befriend 

and kindly tend creation's song. 

Brian Wren (b.1936) 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you; and also with you.  



The deacon invites us to confession; 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it. Let us confess our failure to 

receive with gratitude God’s gift of creation, and repent of the 

ways in which we have caused it harm. 

You laid the foundations of the earth, but we have claimed your 

world as our own. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

All things were created through you and for you, but we have not 

lived as those who belong to you. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

You make all things new, but our hope has grown dim. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 

The priest declares the forgiveness of our sin before we sing; 

♪ Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest, 

peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest, 

peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer, receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory, the glory, the glory of God the Father. 

Amen (x6) 

  



O God and Father of all that was, is and ever shall be, help us to 

be thankful for all that is made at the hands of your Son and 

through the wisdom of your Spirit, that we may care in heart and 

in deed for the life of our world, to the praise and glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

We listen for God’s Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 55.12-13 

For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the 

trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall 

come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting 

sign that shall not be cut off. 

This is the word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 

The cantor leads Psalm 96 and we join in the refrain.  

 

♪ Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all you lands, sing to 

the Lord, bless his name.  

♪ Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations. 

Announce his salvation, day after day, tell his glory among the 

nations; among all peoples his marvellous deeds.  

♪ Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations. 

Give to the Lord, you families of nations, give to the Lord glory and 

praise; give to the Lord the glory due to his name!  



♪ Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations. 

Worship the Lord in holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth;  

Say among the nations: The Lord is king.  

He governs the peoples with equity. 

♪ Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 8.23-27 

We stand facing the gospel. 

♪ Alleluia... You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 

and honour and power, for you created all things.. ♪ Alleluia...    

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

And when Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A 

gale arose on the lake, so great that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and 

woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing!’ And he 

said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’ Then he got 

up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead 

calm. They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort of man is this, that 

even the winds and the sea obey him?’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit for the Sermon 

  



The Creed 

We stand to affirm our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

The response in the prayers is 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

and, at the end, Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 

of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  



We celebrate and receive Jesus in Bread and Wine 

The Peace 

You shall go out in joy and be led back into peace; the mountains 

and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of 

the field shall clap their hands 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 

The deacon says, Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We offer one another a sign of peace with a handshake, warm smile, 

nod, or bow, and the words, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

The Offering 

We stand to sing this hymn as a collection is taken.  Please indicate if 

you wish to make an offering, cash or contactless or use the QR.  

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 

nourish the life of the world in our care: 

gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 

trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

We who endanger, who create hunger, 

agents of death for all creatures that live, 

we who would foster clouds of disaster, 

God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 

water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

health in God's garden, hope in God's children, 

regeneration that peace will complete. 

God of all living, God of all loving, 

God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, Shirley Erena 

using us gently and making us one. Murray (1931-2020) 



The priest takes bread and wine, and prays: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; by your goodness the 

world was formed and filled with plenty. As we set before you this 

bread and wine, teach us gratitude for your gifts and make us 

faithful stewards of your creation. Blessed be God forever. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

If it is comfortable please remain standing during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

The Lord is here; God's Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

The priest praises God and we sing, 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and God of might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. (×2) 

Blessed is he, blessed is he, 

blessed is he who comes in the name  

He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. (×2) 

The priest continues, then the deacon says, 

Great is the mystery of faith 

♪ Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. (×2) 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. (×2) 

The priest continues, ending with 

...forever and ever.  Amen. (x 6) 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

♪ Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sins of the world 

have mercy on us. (repeat) 

Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sins of the world 

Grant us your peace. (×2) 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

We share in Communion 

The people receive communion or a blessing. Gluten free is available. 

As water to the thirsty, 

as beauty to the eyes, 

as strength that follows weakness, 

as truth instead of lies, 

as songtime and springtime 

and summertime to be, 

so is my Lord, my living Lord, 

so is my Lord to me. 

Like calm in place of clamour, 

like peace that follows pain, 

like meeting after parting, 

like sunshine after rain, 

like moonlight and starlight 

and sunlight on the sea, 

so is my Lord, my living Lord, 

so is my Lord to me. 



As sleep that follows fever, 

as gold instead of grey, 

as freedom after bondage, 

as sunrise to the day, 

as home to the traveller 

and all we long to see, 

so is my Lord, my living Lord, 

so is my Lord to me. Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-2024) 

The choir sings the anthem Fear not O Land- Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

We keep silence together. 

God our Creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart of 

the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your 

Church: may we who have been nourished at your table on earth 

be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross and enjoy the 

delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls 

and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out in the power of 

your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

Notices may be given.  We may hear from the children. 

We go into the world to share God’s love 

The Blessing of the Backpacks 

Creator God, we give you thanks for the new start which 

September brings. 

We thank you for schools, colleges and universities, and all who 

learn, teach and serve in them. 

Lord of life and love: Be with us in our learning and serving. 



We thank you for places of work, for colleagues and clients, 

challenges and tasks.  We thank you for the opportunity to learn 

and grow at every stage; for the gift of making mistakes and trying 

again.  Lord of life and love: 

Be with us in our stumbling and our soaring. 

We bring before you these bags, which through the year to come 

will carry the tools of learning and working.  

We bring to you those days when these bags feel heavy and 

difficult, and those days when they feel light and easy. 

Lord of life and love: May we be blessed and be a blessing. 

Lord we ask you to bless these bags, all that they will contain, and 

your children of all ages who carry them.  Lord of life and love: 

Send us to be you hands feet and hearts in our schools, colleges, 

universities and work places. 

God, bless these backpacks, these symbols of fresh beginning. 

And bless every child and adult who carries their heavy load, 

as all the new questions rise up in their hearts and minds. 

God, bless all who begin this journey of a new year, with every step 

they take, may they feel your presence and hear you say, “I love 

you. I am with you. You are loved.”  Each and every one. Amen. 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 

God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 

The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 

The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 

And hope is awakened in place of despair. 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 

Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 

Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 



God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 

In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 

And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 

Bryn Rees (1911-1981) 

The Blessing 

We bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing: 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

May God the Father, whose glory is proclaimed in the heavens, 

awaken in you a delight and wonder in this good creation. Amen.  

May God the Son, the Word made flesh, through whom all things 

were made, fill you with his risen life. Amen.  

May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters of creation 

and formed the world from chaos, form you in the likeness of Christ 

and renew the face of the earth. Amen.  

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

The deacon says, 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Please remain standing until the ministers have left. 

Please take this Service Sheet home with you.  Refreshments are served 

after the service.  Please stay and join us, and make yourself known if 

you are a newcomer or visitor. 

Organ: Prelude on Darwall's 148th -Whitlock (Tune of first hymn) 


