
Parish Eucharist 
Second Sunday before Lent 

8th February 2026 
Today our readings invite us to focus on the theme of 

creation and our place within it. 

 

We gather in worship 

Before we begin, the priest will welcome everyone and invite us to join 
in prayer as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

After this, please remain quiet until the bell rings and we stand to sing 

 



Lord of beauty, thine the splendour 
shewn in earth and sky and sea, 
burning sun and moonlight tender, 
hill and river, flower and tree: 
lest we fail our praise to render 
touch our eyes that they may see. 

Lord of wisdom, whom obeying 
mighty waters ebb and flow, 
while unhasting, undelaying, 
planets on their courses go: 
in thy laws thyself displaying, 
teach our minds thyself to know. 

Lord of life, alone sustaining 
all below and all above, 
Lord of love, by whose ordaining 
sun and stars sublimely move: 
in our earthly spirits reigning, 
lift our hearts that we may love. 

Lord of beauty, bid us own thee, 
Lord of truth, our footsteps guide, 
till as Love our hearts enthrone thee, 
and, with vision purified, 
Lord of all, when all have known thee, 
thou in all art glorified. Cyril A Alington  (1872-1955) 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

The Lord be with you; and also with you 

The deacon invites us to confess,  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to 
keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 



The Priest declares forgiveness, then we sing,  

♪ Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, Heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

Lord Jesus, Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the Glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest! 

The priest invites us to pray in silence, and says the prayer set for today,  

Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and 
made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all 
your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns 
supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen. 

We listen for God’s Word 

First Reading: Genesis 1.1-2.3 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 



darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome 
and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters 
that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was 
so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and 
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 
sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm 
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 



the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every 
kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of 
every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild 
animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth.” So God created humans in his image,  in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 
On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  



The cantor leads Psalm 136 and we join in the refrain. 

 

Refrain: For his mercy endures for ever. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious. Refrain 

Give thanks to the God of gods. Refrain 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords. Refrain 

Who alone does great wonders. Refrain 

Who by wisdom made the heavens. Refrain 

Who laid out the earth upon the waters. Refrain 

Who made the great lights. Refrain 

The sun to rule the day. Refrain 

The moon and the stars to govern the night. Refrain 

Who remembered us when we were in trouble. Refrain 

And delivered us from our enemies. Refrain 

Who gives food to all creatures. Refrain 

Give thanks to the God of heaven. Refrain 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6.25-34 
We stand, facing the gospel. 

Alleluia…  ♪ Alleluia… Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 
You have the words of eternal life. ♪ Alleluia... 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

For his mer-cy  en-dures  for__ ev-er. 



Jesus taught his disciples, saying: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the 
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of 
you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will 
we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is 
the gentiles who seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries 
of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit for the Sermon then we keep silence together. 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

The response in the prayers is 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

and, at the end, 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

We celebrate and receive Jesus in Bread and Wine 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 

The deacon says, Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We offer one another a sign of peace with a handshake, warm smile, 
nod, or bow, and the words, ‘Peace be with you.’ 



The Offering 
We stand to sing this hymn as a collection is taken.  Please indicate if 
you wish to make an offering, cash or contactless. 

Who can measure heaven and earth? 
God was present at their birth; 
who can number seeds or sands? 
every grain is in his hands: 
through creation's countless days 
every dawn sings out his praise. 

Who can tell what wisdom brings, 
first of all created things? 
One alone is truly wise, 
hidden from our earthbound eyes: 
knowledge lies in him alone 
God, the Lord upon his throne! 

Wisdom in his plans he laid, 
planted her in all he made; 
granted her to humankind, 
sowed her truth in every mind: 
but with richest wisdom blessed 
those who love him first and best. 

Wisdom gives the surest wealth, 
brings her children life and health; 
teaches us to fear the Lord, 
marks a universe restored: 
heaven and earth she will outlast 
happy those who hold her fast! Christopher Idle (b. 1938) 

The priest takes the bread and wine and says the prayers of preparation: 
we respond to each part of the prayer: Blessed be God forever. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Please remain standing if it is comfortable for you. 

The Lord is here;  God's Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 



The priest praises God and we sing, 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

The priest continues, then the deacon says, 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 
♪ Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

The priest continues, 

… O loving Father, for ever and ever.  ♪ Amen, amen, amen. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

♪  Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (×2) 

Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world, grant us your peace. 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 



We share in Communion 
The people receive communion. Those who do not wish to receive are 
warmly invited to come forward for an individual blessing. Gluten free 
wafers are available. 

Bread is blessed and broken, wine is blessed and poured: 
Take this and remember Christ the Lord. 

Share the food of heaven earth can not afford. 
Here is grace in essence – Christ the Lord. 

Know yourself forgiven, find yourself restored,  
meet a friend for ever - Christ the Lord. 

God has kept his promise sealed by sign and word:  
Here for those who want him – Christ the Lord. 

John L. Bell (1949-) and Graham Maule (1958-) 

The choir sings the anthem  
Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, JS Bach (1685-1750) 

We keep silence together. 

God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart of 
the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your 
Church: may we who have been nourished at your table on earth 
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross and enjoy the 
delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and 
blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls 
and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out in the power of 
your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

Notices may be given.  We may hear from the children. 

 



We go into the world to share God’s love 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever will be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Christopher Chisholm (1866-1960) 

The Blessing  

We bow our heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

The deacon says, 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Please remain standing until the  ministers have left. 

Please take this Service Sheet home with you.  Refreshments are 
served after the service: please stay and join us. 

Organ: Voluntary in D – George Dyson 


