
Parish Eucharist 
Harvest Thanksgiving 

4th October 2026 
Today we celebrate God’s gifts to us. 

 

Organ music before the service:  

Variations on 'Golden Sheaves' and other Harvest themes 

We gather in worship 

Before we begin, the priest will welcome everyone and invite us to 

join in prayer as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

After this, please remain quiet until the bell rings and we stand to sing: 

 

Donations can be made using the contactless card reader during the 

offertory hymn.  There is a box by the entrance.  Details of online options 

are in the news sheet and on our website.  www.allsaintshighwycombe.org 



We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land,  

but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand:  

he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,  

the breezes, and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain.  

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;  

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.  

He only is the maker of all things near and far;  

he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star;  

the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed;  

much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. Refrain 

We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good,  

the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.  

Accept the gifts we offer for all thy love imparts,  

and, what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. Refrain 

Matthew Claudius (1740-1815) trans. Jane Campbell (1817-1876)  

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you; and also with you. 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, and 

repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  

Silence is held for reflection.  

We confess to you our lack of care for the world you have given 

us. Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

We confess to you our selfishness in not sharing the earth’s bounty 

fairly. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

We confess to you our failure to protect resources for others.  

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  



The priest declares the forgiveness of our sin before we sing; 

♪ Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest, 

peace to his people on earth, peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory, glory to God,… 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. (×3) 

You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory, the glory, the glory of God the Father. 

Amen (x6) 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of 

the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; as we thank you for the 

harvest, may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

We listen for God’s Word 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 8.7-18 

For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with 

flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in 

valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees 

and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where 

you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a 

land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine 

copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the 

good land that he has given you.  



Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to 

keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I 

am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and 

have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and 

flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all 

that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the 

Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible 

wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. 

He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the 

wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble 

you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to 

yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained 

me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 

gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant 

that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.  

This is the word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 

The cantor leads Psalm 65 

 

♪ The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you enriched it. 

God's watercourses are filled; you have prepared the grain. 

♪ The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its 

clods, softening it with showers, blessing its yield. 

♪ The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

The   seed  that falls on good ground will yield a   fruit -  ful      har - vest. 



You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths overflow 

with a rich harvest; the untilled meadows overflow with it, 

and rejoicing clothes the hills. 

♪ The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

The fields are garmented with flocks and the valleys blanketed with 

grain. They shout and sing for joy. 

♪ The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 12.16-30 

We stand, facing the gospel. 

Alleluia… ♪ Alleluia... Lift up your eyes, see the ripe fields.  

Gather the fruit, life for the world. Alleluia. ♪ Alleluia...    

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I 

have no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will 

pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 

my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves 

but are not rich towards God.’  

He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will 

wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 

Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 

storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 



Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you 

are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry 

about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 

like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 

is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much 

more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep 

striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do 

not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after 

all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit for the Sermon, then we keep silence together.  

The Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

Our prayers are led by our young people. 

We celebrate and receive Jesus in Bread and Wine 

The Peace 

The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   

The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 

The deacon says, 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We offer one another a sign of peace with a handshake, warm smile, 

nod, or bow, and the words, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

The Offering  

We stand to sing this hymn as a collection is taken. You 

can give via QR code, cash or contactless.  During the 

hymn, the harvest gifts are brought up and placed before the altar. 

Praise, O praise our God and King; 

hymns of adoration sing: 

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

2 Praise him that he made the sun 

day by day his course to run:  

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

3 And the silver moon by night, 

shining with her gentle light:  

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

4 Praise him that he gave the rain 

to mature the swelling grain: 

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 



5 And hath bid the fruitful field 

crops of precious increase yield: 

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

6 Praise him for our harvest-store; 

he hath filled the garner-floor:  

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

7 And for richer food than this, 

pledge of everlasting bliss:  

For his mercies still endure 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

8 Glory to our bounteous King; 

glory let creation sing: 

Glory to the Father, Son, 

and blest Spirit, Three in One. 

Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)

As we have brought forth from what we have been given, 

so we give thanks: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him, all creatures here below, 

praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation;  

you bring forth bread from the earth.  Blessed be God for ever.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation;  

you create the fruit of the vine.  Blessed be God for ever.  

The Eucharistic Prayer 

If it is comfortable please remain standing during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

The Lord is here; God's Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 



The priest praises God and we sing, 

♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God of might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. (×2) 

Blessed is he, blessed is he, 

blessed is he who comes in the name  

He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. (×2) 

The priest continues, then the deacon says, 

Great is the mystery of faith 

♪ Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. (×2) 

The priest continues, ending with  ...forever and ever.  Amen. (x 6) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

♪ Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. (repeat) 

Jesus, Lamb of God, Jesus, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sins of the world; grant us your peace. (×2) 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.  

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  



We share in Communion 

The people receive communion or a blessing.  Gluten free is available. 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently,  

nourish the life of the world in our care:  

gift of great wonder, ours to surrender,  

trust for the children tomorrow will bear.  

We who endanger, who create hunger,  

agents of death for all creatures that live,  

we who would foster clouds of disaster,  

God of our planet, forestall and forgive!  

Let there be greening, birth from the burning,  

water that blesses and air that is sweet,  

health in God's garden, hope in God's children,  

regeneration that peace will complete.  

God of all living, God of all loving,  

God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun,  

teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us,    

using us gently and making us one 

Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 

The choir sings Thou visitest the earth – Maurice Greene (1695-1755) 

We keep silence together. 

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your 

love in creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the 

kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that 

you give us and make us generous and wise stewards of the good 

things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

Notices may be given.  We may hear from the children. 

We go into the world to share God’s love 

Come, ye thankful people, come,  

raise the song of harvest-home:  

all be safely gathered in,  

ere the winter storms begin;  

God, our maker, doth provide  

for our wants to be supplied:  

come to God's own temple, come;  

raise the song of harvest-home.  

All this world is God's own field,  

fruit unto his praise to yield;  

wheat and tares together sown,  

unto joy or sorrow grown;  

first the blade and then the ear,  

then the full corn shall appear:  

grant, O harvest Lord, that we  

wholesome grain and pure may be.  

 



Then, thou church triumphant, come.  

raise the song of harvest-home:  

all be safely gathered in,  

free from sorrow, free from sin,  

there for ever purified  

in God's garner to abide:  

come, ten thousand angels, come,  

raise the glorious harvest-home.  
Henry Alford (1810-1871)  

The Blessing 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

May God our creator, 

who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air, 

bestow on you his care  

and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

The deacon says, 

Freely you have received, freely give.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Please remain standing until the ministers have left. Please take this 

Service Sheet home with you.  Refreshments are served after the 

service.  Please stay and join us, and make yourself known if you are a 

newcomer or visitor. 

Organ: Carillon de Longpont  - Vierne 
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